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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 


FISCAL YEAR 1962 
PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 


ARS 82-2-4 


December 1962 
Agricultural Research Service 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES, PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 


Fiscal Year 1962 


The Plant Quarantine Division has two primary functions, both of 
which have an important bearing on the maintenance of a strong 
agricultural economy in the United States. These are (1) to protect 
our crops, forests, ornamentals, and grasslands from invasion by 
foreign pests and to prevent the spread of such pests within the 
country, and (2) tofacilitate the marketing of American-grown 
products abroad by inspecting and certifying exports to meet the 
plant quarantine requirements of importing countries. Both of 
these activities reached all-time highs in FY 1962, 


Protection against the entry and spread of pests is accomplished 
by regulating the importation and interstate movement of products 


and articles likely to carry plant pests, and of pests as such, The 
regulations are enforced by Plant Quarantine Inspectors, stationed 
at major air, ocean, Great Lakes, and border ports of entry in the 
continental United States, Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico, the American 
VirginIslands, Nassau, and Bermuda, Inspectors also work in The 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, Italy, and France in the 
preshipment clearance of bulbs destined to the United States, and 
in Mexico to supervise fumigation of citrus and other fruits prior 
to export to this country, 


Plant Quarantine Inspectors examine imported cargoes of plants 
and plant products and require treatments or other safeguards, 
when necessary,to free them from pests. Working in cooperation 
with other Federal and State agencies, they inspect incoming planes, 
ships, automobiles,trains, freight cars,travelers andtheir baggage, 
miscellaneous nonagricultural cargoes, and other items to prevent 
the entry ofpests. Imported plant propagating material is examined 
and treated by specially trained personnel at specially equipped 
inspection stations, Through a cooperative arrangement with the 
states, certain plants are held under postentry quarantine for an 
appropriate period for further observation. 
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Prepared by 


Plant Quarantine Division 
Agricultural Research Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Plant Quarantine regulations and enforcement procedures place 
no more restrictions on travel or commerce than are considered 
essential to prevent the entry and spread of destructive pests, 
Products are prohibited entry into the United States only when 
their importation would represent a danger of pest introduction 
and no satisfactory method of treatment is available to eliminate 
the pest involved. The quarantines are kept under constant review 
and are promptly modified to take advantage of newly developed 
treatments and to meet changes in pest conditions throughout the 
world, 


The inspection and certification of American-grown agricultural 
products for exportation has animportant bearing onthe maintenance 


of foreign markets for our farm products. Most countries will 
permit the importation of agricultural products only ifproperly 
certified as meeting their plant quarantine import requirements, 
Hence, it is essential that our export certification service be ofa 
high standard so that importing countries will continue to accept 
certified U.S. products with confidence. 


In FY 1962 nearly 39,000 export certificates were issued for plants 
and plant products covering shipments destined to 154 different 
countries, The United States exported harvested crops equal to the 
production from 1 out of every 5 acres, Exports included more 
than half of the wheat, dried edible peas, rice, and hops grownin 
this country; about one-third of the cotton, soybeans, tobacco, and 
dried prunes; nearly one-fourth of the rye andraisins; and one-fifth 
of the barley and cottonseed. 


International travel reached a newpeak inFY 1962, with 173 million 
entries through U.S. ports, The trend in foreign travel during 
recent years is illustrated by the fact that this represents an 
increase of 50 million entries in the past 7 years. 


The danger of pest introduction resulting from this volume of 


travel is reflected by the greater number of destructive pests that 
arrived atour ports of entry inFY 1962, Pest interceptions totaled 
33,033 - an average of 1 every 16 minutes during the year. Many 
of the world's most destructive insects, plant diseases, nematode Ss, 
mites, and snails were prevented entry by Plant Quarantine 
Inspectors, 


Inspection results again demonstrated that thorough inspection of 


travelers' baggage is essential if we are to protect our crops, 
forests, ornamentals, and grasslands - with an estimated value of 


more than $45 \million - from foreign pests, More than half of the 
pests intercepted in FY 1962 were found in agricultural material 
brought inbytravelers, It is quite possible that the re-appearance 
of the Mediterranean fruitfly in Florida during the year resulted 
from infested fruit entered by atraveler and discarded when it was 
found to be wormy. Approximately $850,000 has been spent on 
eradication measures as aresult of this introduction. The 1956 
introduction of the Mediterranean fruitfly, which cost $10 million 
to eradicate,could also have been caused in this way. 


Additional measures were takenduringthe year to informtravelers 
about quarantine restrictions in an effort to reduce the danger of 
pest entry. Expanded use was made of television and radio. Plant 
Quarantine stations were furnished with information kits to assist 
them in working with television and radio stations andthe press. 
Advantage is taken of important local interceptions to point out in 
news stories the costs to both producers and consumers when 
foreign pests are permitted to become established in this country. 
This approach has proven highly successfuland has resulted in 
excellent newspaper coverage of plant quarantine activities. 
Educational leaflets have been prepared and distributedtotravelers. 
This informationis now being published in French, Spanish, Italian, 
German, Japanese, and English. 


Statistical Summaries 


The following statistical summaries of activities of the Plant 
Quarantine Division appear on the succeeding pages: 
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Airplane Inspection Activities 

Ship Inspection Activities 

Mexican Border Inspection Activities 

Foreign Mail Inspection 

Transit Inspection 

Cargo Inspection 

Quarantine Material Interceptions 

Plant Pest Interceptions 

Inspection Activities Confined to Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands 


a. Fruits and Vegetables 
b. Domestic Mail Packages 
c. Other Inspection 


Activities Performed at Special Inspection Stations 


a. Departmental Propagative Material Importations 
b, Other Propagative Material Importations 

c. Departmentally-Grown Material 

d, District of Columbia Regulations 

e. Departmental Non-Propagative Material 


Fruit Treated in Mexico 

Inspection of Plant Materials in Europe 

Animal Quarantine Inspection Activities 

Comparative Summary of Activities for F. Y. (1957-1962) 
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